English:

This is a story about Christmas decorations and Christmas greenery. Decorating our homes with greenery
is a Christmas tradition ingrained in our national consciousness. The Christmas tree is of course, the most
well known, but it is equally hard to imagine Christmas without wreaths, holly and mistletoe. But when and
why did such traditions emerge?

It is a surprisingly difficult question to answer as Christmas traditions are generally deep rooted and
undocumented. They have also been adapted and changed over time and are riddled with regional
differences and personal interpretations.

Throughout history, decorations in the festive season have strongly centered on the use of evergreens.
The Christmas tree is evergreen. But the late Middle Ages on the sole surviving church records include
entries for the purchase of holly and ivy in the winter.

For Christians, evergreens symbolize eternal life and the promise of the return of life in the spring. We
know that private homes would also have been dressed in greenery at this time of the year.

The Carol, "Decked the halls with boughs of holly." It originated in Wales in the 16th century, showing the
continued use of holly within Christmas decorations. Other carols of this period also mentioned ivy and
holly as decoration.

Later, in the Victorian period, holly and fur garlands were strewn on the mantelpiece. Charles Darwin in
Down House, which he wrote and published in 1877, believed that a scarcity of bees in the spring had
resulted in fewer berries and holly in the winter. He wrote, "We cannot decorate our Christmas hearts with
the scarlet berries of the holly because bees were scare during the spring."

It is said that in ancient Rome, wreaths were used as rewards for military success and excellence.
Wreaths made of flowers or olive branches, also used to crown winners of the Olympic Games.

Kalends, the New Year festival celebrated by the Romans, included the exchange of wreaths, garlands
and other small tokens. It is believed that advent wreaths may have been first used by Lutherans in
Germany, in the 16th century. The first record of this custom, however, is from the beginning of the 9th
century, when the Lutheran Clergyman led to candle in a wreath every Sunday and told the Nativity story.

The customs spread their homes and churches and continues today. During the 19th century, wreaths
were made to hang on the front door. These wreaths were also known as welcome rings and usually
consisted of holly, ivy, pinecones and ribbons.



Simplified Chinese

& [ R T AL St

KA — AN T SRR R S SR R R . G R M FRAT T 1) SR e AT I R R AR R AR R
FEER IR I E A, EFRFRMER R B . A5 WA A7 A2 1) B 0E 5 .
XA G AT DL o] H B ?

{EIEE’
T A N AT PR DA [ 25 1) i L, A1 O 1 1) 4% e W AR R ] L ie k. BEE I [a] Y
RS, XMW 2 RS AN A, JE 78 1 X 22 A N AR

YA, T H R AR E AR R b EERGE R AR . (EAER I, o

SEAF AR T T AT AT WA % H

XPFREAEN S, WEWRAEKERN Ea MR R B &, BAME, BAETEF

TR BRI A IR it 2 % L SR e AE A
BER

o

“HABEWEBERM AT, 7 XEET 16 LN EUR L, RYIEERRM RSN F
X ST A AT R SR B TR AR AT AT A A

Jak, E4EZFINEH], BEp O EEE R L E MBI, B/RE « B/RCAEML T 1877 fEHEE IF
AR CFR) RN, FEFEERDFELFRPAMETNED . hEiE:
IR AR RA TR BT, FOVEBREFENFER. 7

“HAIARE X T AISRLL
BUIE AR N5 -

favl, WL, TEAPUNIEE IR s 2 il . P EETE BB B il B e, i o8

Kalends /%' 5 NJRBLHVEEATH, WIRAZHAEIA . TR A A/ NRAED) -
e UELNEYNIR

PafE, FElmfeshar
£ 16 OB E MBI E S R AT, XA IS — MR 9 HECHITTIRIT, i BRAEH
SRR BIIRASAEAEI BRI, IR R HR SR E A= ) 5

v B
HE &

AR BB T K E AL, IFFFELRIS R, £ 19 A, TEPPHEAERT] L.
MMM, B HAE. W

IX LTI B
WA PSR 2270
Traditional Chinese

I ) BEL S 6 {5

T A {1 ] 7 EEL S s ot 1 S SRR AR Pk T o P A EEo AR D 2B A 10 2 Rl A I8 X R P AR R
SR R AR e A, (HFRRIR AR A AL ER . A E BRI 25 A i BE R . (HE,
i LA IRy LK A ] H 3 2



T8 NS R A DA m] 5 FO PRI REL, AL 2% B G 10 e A0 o AR R (] ELIR A RO Bk o B R ] O 41
¥, JEEF AR RSSO, A Te i 1 b 2 FE AR

AUIBLRE s, BT R A e o T EAR A R . BESERR W AR . (AR P ACKE I, o —f
fFFGE RS S T AT E AT R RN .

BRIEEAETT S, WA B R AR A dy AR R [l A i RGas . JAMFnTE, RNEEAE—FH
F3E M g o B 1 5 A i) o

B, CHIATEBIBCRET KR, 7 ISR 16 HACHKI R L, R IR S SR AE i T AR A &
o 18— AR SRR R IR B 1 BN AT R A A

Bk, fEMEZ RN, BEMRZR DK E A EMEBRACIR. AR o R OCEAMRA 1877 R
R CERE) ik, HFHEGEM D ERAFIERMEEBED . theiE: RS FB R
AR AR R ML, FAREREFNER. 7

YA, ARG, TERUONIE S A R SR . A B R S R R, th AT A B
G gCibL iR gl IEZ

Kalends &4 5 N BOLHGHTEET H, BFEZIRIER. 1EEMIMNREY) . BE, FERERTRZ
£ 16 {HACTE B A R Boe B A . JRT, JEAE S 0 SE — MERC SRR O ILACHIBAMRI, Bk IR T
AN B R IR R fEAE TR LR IRIEUE, 0 sk iR BR RS2 e

BRI AT R R E AN, WAEBIS R, 12 19 HhAD, TERPEMERTTT L. EREER s
PGS, EE LA WEE. R



